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1 . An RCE (Paper No. 7) and a preliminary amendment (Paper No. 8) have been 
filed on February 19, 2003. 

2. Claims being examined are still 1-11 and 15-21. 

3. Rejection of claim 1 under 35 (JSC 102(a), (see item 6 of Office action, Paper 3) 
and that of claims 1-1 1 and 15-21 under 35 USC 103(a) (see item 8 of same Office 
action) are now withdrawn. 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The claims 1 and 15 as amended do not have 
support from the specification. On page 6, lines 17-18, of instant specification two of 
suitable biodegradable polymers are lactic acid polymers and lactide polymers. The 
weight average molecular weight of these polymers ranges from 10,000 g/mol to 600,000 
g/mol (see page 10, lines 12-15). 

It is to be noted here that, in case, claims 1 and 15 are amended later to obviate 
the above rejection, the earlier rejection based on prior art (in Office action, Paper 3) will 
be reinstated. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to U.K. Rajguru 
whose telephone number is 703-308-3224. The examiner can generally be reached on 
Monday-Friday 9:30 am-6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James J. Seidleck can be reached on 703-308-2462. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application is assigned are 703-872-9310 for 
regular communications and 703-872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661 . 





U.K. Rajguru/dh 
May 19, 2003 



James J. Seidleck 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 



